
Eighth Grade 

 

Writing Experiences Summary: 

 

 

As students in 8th grade develop their writing skills, they will use a variety of strategies to 

plan, revise, and strengthen their writing as they work independently and collaboratively 

with adults and peers to produce texts, and to learn about and develop oral language--

written language and reading--writing connections. Students in 8th grade will write for 

multiple purposes (to entertain, to explain, to persuade) and learn about various tools 

(print and digital) to produce, share, and publish writing. In all writing tasks, students will 

learn to use and to adjust language to best communicate ideas, content, and message to 

readers; that is, 8th graders should be clear on the distinction between conversational and 

academic language and their purposes and use—they should be able to move between the 

registers and show mastery of many of the conventions of academic language. Students’ 

academic language skills, including written language, co-develop with content and world 

knowledge and through opportunities to read, write, and discuss with peers. As part of 

their writing development, students should continue to learn about how technology and 

digital tools for writing can increase learning and communication. Students should 

continue to improve keyboarding skills to increase speed and accuracy.  

 

 

 
•  

•  

• Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence  

• Introduce a precise claim, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from a counterclaim, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

•  Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using credible sources while 

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.  

•  Use precise language and content-specific vocabulary to argue a claim.  

• Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts.  

• Provide a concluding statement or section that explains the significance of the argument presented.  

Maintain a style and tone appropriate to the writing task. 8W2: Write informative/explanatory texts 

to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content.   

• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 

using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast,8 and cause/effect.  

• Develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.  

• Use precise language and content-specific vocabulary to explain a topic  


